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Humbly offered for Paſſing a Bill to Eret bp . 
Courtot Conſcience 
The Sozough of Southwark 


And PARISHES adjacenr, 


"4 His Court 15 not to have Juriſdition where the Debt or Damages exceecd 
405. NOT in Debt tor Rent or other real Contracts or Fines, or Amerce- 
ments 1n Courts Leet or Court Baron, or of a Debt ariſing by reaſon of 

Y, any .Teſtament or Matrimony or other Matter belonging to the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Courts, though the ſame be under 40s. but all thoſe Matters are left to be 
determined i1 their proper Courts. 


® o 


| The Commiiſlioners 2ppointed as Judges in this Court being the moſt conſiderable 
of the {nhabitants, are nevertheleſs to take an Oath to do Juſtice to all Parties, 
according to the beſt of their Knowledge, before they execute any of the Powers in 
This Att. and are rather Arbitrators than Judges. 

' By this Act the Debtor is to be ſummoned betore the Commiſſioners, and not ar- 
reſted, as the practice now 1s in the arſhalſea and other inferior Courts there, 
where if he hath not Bayl he is preſently hurried away to Priſon, though the Debt be 
never fo ſmall, which many times proves the Ruine of the poor Man and his Family : 
But herc,upon the Debtoi's Appearance,the Commiſſioners are impowered to examine 
the Matter upon Oath, and make ſuch Orders tor the Payment ot the Debt as they 
Jhall think reaſonable to be complied with by the Debtor, in reſpect of his Ability, 
which if he does rot pertorm his Body is nevertheleſs to be free trom Impriſonment, 
it he hath ſufficient Goods by which ſuch Debt may be ſatisfied, and if he be not ob- 
{tinate in refuſing to obey their Orders. 

As to the Fees of the Court, they are ſo inconſiderable; that if the Defendant, 
upon Summons, appears, the Cauſe comes immediately on to a Hearing and the 
whole Charge of both Parties will not amount to above one Shilling ; whereas in 
thoſe other Courts, betore named, the Charge is frequently four Times as much as 
the Debt and ſometimes more, - but ſeldom leſs than three or tour Pound ; which if 
the poor Debtor be not able to pay he is kept in Goal, and many times, by means 
of a ſevere Creditor and a cruel Goealer he miſerably ends his Days in Priſon, that 
might do his King and Country good Service; and then the Plaintiff not only loſes 
his whole Debt but alſo his Charges. - 

This Bill doth not take away the Rights of any Lord of a Mannor or their Stew- 
ards, as to their Court Leer, not heing ro intermeddle with any Matters that belong 
to the Leets, but will be a Publick Good to all the Inhabitants of ſuch Mannors 
where the Creditor hath a Sure, Spezady and Cheap way of recovering his ſmall 
Debts, without ruineing his Debtors: Who hereby may have reaſonable Time 
allowed him for Payment, and Liberty in the mean time to follow. his Imployment, 
to enable him thereunto and maintain his Family. The number of Poor will be 
mightily lefſened, and the more Able and Wealthy not at one half of the Charge 
they are now at ; and fo this will be 2 means of enriching the Lords Tennants, and 
the Increaſe of Trade, and conſequently an Advantage to the Lords. 

There hath been the like Court erected in Loadon, which hath been. experienced 
with App: obation this one hundred and ſixty Years, and the laſt Pactzaucut there 
were the ſameeſtabliſhed by At of Parliament for Gloceſter, Briſtol and Newcaſtle, 
and there being much more need thereof in the ſaid Borough of Sourhwark, and Pa- 
riſhes concerned in-this Bill, than in any of the ſaid Places, there hath been Endea- 
vours by the Inhabitants to obtain the fare in ſeveral Parliaments laſt paſt ; and at 
this Time the High Sheriff, Juſtices of rhe Peace, Clergy, and other principal Inha- 
bitants become hymble pericioners to your SIR tor the pafſing a Bill for that 
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Humbly offered for Paſſing a Bill to Ere&t a | 


Courtof Conſcience 
The Bozongh of Southwark 


And PARISHES adjacent, 


("4 His Court 1s not to have Juriſdiftion where the Debt or Damages exceecd 

405, NOT in Debt tor Rent or other real Contracts or Fines, or Amerce= 

ments in Courts Leet or Court Baron, or of a Debt ariſing by reafon of 

2 any Teſtament or Matrimony or other Matter belonging to the Eccleſi- 

aſtical Courts, though the ſame be under 40s. but all thoſe Matters are left to be 
determined it their proper Courts. 

__ The Commillioners 2ppointed as Judges in this Court being the moſt conſiderable 
of the inhabitants, are nevertheleſs go rake an Oath to do Juſtice to all Parties, 
according to the beſt of their Knowledge, before they execute any of the Powers in 
This Att. and are ratner Arbitrators than Judges. 

By this ACt the Debtor 1s to be ſummoned betore the Commiſſioners, and not ar- 
reſted, as the practice now 1s in the 2arſhal/ca and other inferior Courts there, 
where it he hath not Bayl he 1s preſently hurried away to Priſon, though the Debt be. 
never fo ſmall, which many times proves the Ruine of the poor Man and his Family : 
But here,upon the Debto1”s Appearance,the Commilſioners are impowered to examine 
the Matter upon Oath, and make ſuch Orders tor the Payment ot the Debt as they 
ſhall think reaſonable to be complied with by the Debtor, in reſpect of his Ability, 
which if he does rot pertorm his Body is nevertheleſs to be free trom Impriſonment, 
it he hath ſuficient Goods by which ſuch Debt may be ſatisfied, and if he be not ob- 

| ſtinate in refuſing to obey their Orders. | | 

As to the Fees of the Court, they are ſo inconſiderable, that if the Defendant, 
upon Summons, appears, the Cauſe comes immediately on to a Hearing and the 
whole Charge of both Parties will not amount to above one Shilling ; whereas in 
thoſe other Courts, before named, the Charge is frequently four Times as much as 
the Debt and ſomerimes more, - but ſeldom leſs than three or tour Pound ; which if 
the poor Debtor be not able to pay he is kept in Goal, and many times, by means 
of a ſevere Creditor and a cruel Goaler he miſerably ends his Days in Priſon, that 
might do his King and Country good Service; and then the PlaintifFnot only loſes 
his whole Debt but alſo his Charges. | 

This Bill doth not take away the Rights of any Lord of a Mannor or their Stew- 
ards, as to their Court Leet, not heing ro intermeddle with any Matters thar belong 
to the Leets, but will be a Publick Good to all the Inhabitants of ſuch Mannors 
where \the Creditor hath a Sure, Spezdy and Cheap way of recovering his ſmall 
Debts, without ru:neing his Debtors: Who hereby may have reaſonable Time 
allowed him for Payment, and Liberty in the mean time to follow. his Imployment, 
to cnable him thereunto and maintain his F2mily, The number of Poor will be 
mightily lefſened, and the more Able and Wealthy not at one half of the Charge 

- they are now at; and fo this will be 2 means of enriching the Lords Tennants, and 
the Increaſe of Trade, and conſequently an Advantage to the Lords. 

There hath been the like Court erected in Loador, which hath been. experienced 

with Approbation this one hundred and ſixty Years, and the laſt Parizawent there 
were the ſameeſtabliſhed by Alt of Parliament for Gloceſter, Briſtol and Newcaſtle, 

and there being much more need thereof in the ſaid Borough of Southwark, and Pa- 

* . Tiſhes concerned in-this Bill, than in any of the ſaid Places, there hath been Endea- 
'vours by the Inhabitants to obtain the ſarpe in ſeveral Parliaments laſt paſt ; and at 

© this Timethe High Sheriff, Juſtices of rhe Peace, Clergy. and other principal Inha- 
+.  bitants become humble pericioners to your tor che paſſing a Bill for that 


.  Courtof Conſcience 
The Bozough of Southwark 


And PARISHES adjacent, 


His Court 1s not to have Juriſdition where the Debt or Damages exceecd 

405. Nor in Debt for Rent or other real Contracts or Fines, or Amerce= 

ments in Courts Leet or Court Baron, or of a Debt ariſing by reaſon of 

any Teſtament or Matrimony or other Matter belonging to the Eccleſi- 

aſtical Courts, though the ſame be under 40s. but all thoſe Matters are left to be 
determined in their proper Courts. | 

The Commiſſioners 2ppointed as Judges in this Court being the moſt conſiderable 
of the [nhabitants, are neverthelels go take an Oath to do Juſtice to all Parties, 
according to the beſt of their Knowledge, before they execute any of the Powers in 
This Act. and are ratiner Arbitrators than Judges. | | 

By this ACt the Debtor 1s to be ſummoned betore the Commiſſioners, and not ar- 
reſted, as the practice now 1s in the Harſhalſea and other inferior Courts there, 
where if he hath nor Bayl he is preſently hurried away to Priſon, though the Debt be 
never fo ſmall, which many times proves: the Ruine of the poor Man and his Family : 
But here,upon the Debtoi*s Appearance,the Commiſſioners are impowered to examine 
the Matter upon Oath, and make ſich Orders tor the Payment ot the Debt as they 
ſhall think reaſonable to be complied with by the Debtor, in reſpect of his Ability, 
which if he does rot pertorm his Body is nevertheleſs to be free trom Impriſonment, 
it he hath ſufficient Goods by which ſuch Debt may be ſatisfied, and if he be not ob- 

| ſtinate in refuſing to obey their Orders. 

As to the Fees of the Court, they are ſo inconſiderable; that if the Defendant, 
upon Summons, appears, the Caule comes immediately on to a Hearing and the 
whole Charge of both Parties will not amount to above one Shilling ; whereas in 
thoſe other Courts, betore named, the Charge is frequently four Times as much as 
the Debt and ſometimes more, but ſeldom leſs than three or tour Pound ; which if 
the poor Debtor be not able to pay he is kept in Goal, and many times, by means 
of a ſevere Creditor and a cruel Goaler he miſerably ends his Days in Priſon, that 
might do his King and Country good Service; and then the PlaintifFnot only loſes 
his whole Debt but alſo his Charges. - 

This Bill doth not take away the Rights of any Lord of a Mannor or their Stew- 
ards, as to their Court Leet, not heing ro intermeddle with any Matters thar belong 
to the Leets, but will be a Publick Good to all the Inhabitants of ſuch Mannors 
where \the Creditor hath a Sure, Spezuy and Cheap way of recovering his ſmall 
Debts, without ru:neing his Debtors: Who hereby may have reaſonavle Time 
allowed him for Payment, and Liberty in the mean time to follow. his Imployment, 
to enable him thereunto and maintain his F2mily, The number of Poor will be 
mightily leflened, and the more Able and Wealthy not at one half of the Charge 

- they are now at; and fo this will be 2 means of enriching the Lords Tennants, and 
the Increaſe of Trade, and conſequently an Advantage to the Lords. 

There hath been the like Court erected in Loadoz, which hath been experienced 

with App: obation this one hundred and ſixty Years, and the laſt Parliament there 
were the ſame eſtabliſhed by Alt of Parliament for Gloceſter, Briſtol and Newcaſtle, 
and there being much more need thereof in the ſaid Borough of Southwark, and Pa- 

' . Tiſhes concerned in-this Bill, than in any of the ſaid Places, there hath been Endea- 
' yours by the Inhabitants to obtain the ſawze in ſeveral Parliaments laſt paſt ; and at 
this Time the High Sheriff, Juſtices of rhe Peace, Clergy. and other principal Inha- 

; bitants become humble peticioners to your- for the paſſing a Bill for that 
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